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SUBJECT: 24TH NORDIC COUNCIL SESSION ENDS 

REF: COPENHAGEN 0721 AND 0803 

SUMMARY: 24TH NORDIC COUNCIL BROKE NEW GROUND WITH 
ISSUANCE BY PRESIDUM OF POLITICAL RESOLUTION ON COD WAR. 

COUNCIL DECIDED FOR SIMULTANEOUS INTERPRETATION IN SWEDISH 
AND FINNISH AT NEXT COUNCIL MEETING WHICH WILL BE HELD IN 
HELSINKI. LAPLANDERS AND GREENLANDERS WERE REFUSED 
REPRESENTATION. 

POLITICAL RESOLUTION BY PRESIDIUM MAY SET TROUBLESOME 
PRECEDENT FOR FUTURE COUNCIL MEETINGS. END SUMMARY. 

1 . NORDIC COUNDIL'S 24TH SESSION IN COPENHAGEN BROKE NEW 
GROUND WHEN PRESIDIUM ADOPTED STATEMENT SUPPORTIVE OF ICELAND 
IN COD WAR. BECAUSE ARTICLE 46 OF COUNCIL CONSTITUTION FORBIDS 
DISCUSSION OF FOREIGN POLICY, PRESIDIUM INVOKED ARTICLE 56, 
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WHICH PERMITS IT TO SPEAK ON BEHALF OF THE COUNCIL WHEN IT IS 
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UNSUITABLE TO POSTPONE AN ITEM TO NEXT SESSION. RECOURSE 
WAS HAD TO THIS TACTIC BECAUSE IT WAS CLEAR THAT COUNCIL 
WOULD NOT HAVE VOTED FOR THE STATEMENT.THERE WAS ALSO CONCERN 
THAT NORDIC SOCIALIST PARTIES WOULD EXPLOIT THE FAILURE TO 
ISSUE A STATEMENT AS AN INDICATION THAT REGARD FOR A NORDIC 
COUNTRY WAS LESS IMPORTANT TO COUNCIL MEMBERS THAN COOPERATION 
WITH A NATO MEMBER, IN THIS CASE THE UK. 

DANISH PRESS COMMENTARY SEES THIS LOOSE USE OF 
ARTICLE 56 AS OPENING THE WAY FOR FUTURE CONTROVERSIAL 
POLITICAL DECLARATIONS BY THE PRESIDIUM TO THE DETRIMENT OF 
NORDIC UNITY. 

2. A DECISION WAS MADE TO EMPLOY SIMULTANEOUS INTERPRETATION 
OF FINNISH AT THE NEXT SESSION. THIS 

WILL BE THE FIRST TIME SUCH A SERVICE WILL BE PROVIDED AND IS 
SIGNIFICANT BECAUSE ONE OF THE PUTATIVE FOUNDATIONS OF NORDIC 
UNITY HAS BEEN ABILITY OF REPRESENTATIVES FROM ALL THE COUNTRIES 
TO UNDERSTAND AND MAKE THEMSELVES UNDERSTOOD WITHOUT THE USE 
OF INTERPRETERS. 

3. IN DISCUSSION ON EXPULSION OF EAST EUROPEAN REFUGEES FROM 
SCANDINAVIAN COUNTRIES TO LAND OF ORIGINAL NORDIC ENTRY (A 
PROBLEM BETWEEN SWEDEN AND DENMARK) DANES AGAIN LOST OUT 
AND RULE PERMITTING REPATRIATION OF REFUGEES TO LAND OF ORIGINAL 
SCANDINAVIAN ENTRY (GENERALLY DENMARK) WAS MAINTAINED. 

A PROPOSAL TO GIVE LAPLANDERS 

AND GREENLANDERS REPRESENTATION IN THE COUNCIL WAS 
DEFEATED BY A LARGE MAIORITY. THE QUESTION MAY BE 
REOPENED WHEN GREENLAND RECEIVES HOME RULE. 

4. A NUMBER OF OTHER ITEMS RANGING FROM TV PROGRAMS 
FOR SEAMEN TO "NATURAL MEDICINES” WERE DISCUSSED. THE 
DANISH GOVERNMENT HAS ALREADY REGISTERED IT DIS- 
SATISFACTION WITH THE PRESIDIUM'S RESOLUTION ON THE 
FISHING DISPUTE (SEE COPENHAGEN 803). 

5. IT WAS DECIDED THAT THE 25TH SESSION OF THE 
COUNCIL WOULD TAKE PLACE IN HELSINKI NEXT YEAR AT A 
TIME TO BE DECIDED LATER BY THE PRESIDIUM. 
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6. COMMENT: THE ADOPTION OF THE TRANSLATION RULE 
WITH RESPECT TO THE FINNISH LANGUAGE AND THE PRECEDENT 
OF THE PRESIDIUM DECLARING ITSELF ON A FOREIGN POLICY 
MATTER MAY MAKE IT MORE DIFFICULT TO MAINTAIN WHAT 
REMAINS OF NORDIC UNITY. BUT THE REAL LOSER MAY BE 

FINLAND. IT WAS PRIMARILY OUT OF CONSIDERATION FOR THAT COUNTRY'S 
EXPOSED POSITION THAT IN THE HELSINKI AGREEMENT OF 1952 
POLITICAL TOPICS WERE EXCLUDED FROM NORDIC COUNCIL MEETINGS. 
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AND IT IS THE FINN'S OWN NATIONALISTIC INSISTENCE 

ON EMPHASIZING THE FINNISH LANGUAGE IN THEIR 

SCHOOL SYSTEM THAT HAS LED TO THEIR DECREASING KNOWLEDGE OF 

THEIR FORMER LANGUAGE OF COMMUNICATION IN NORDIC MEETINGS - 

SWEDISH. 

DEAN. 
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